ciples alike revolting to the common sense of men, and to the common feelings of humanity. Men attempted to control insanity by severity, and to cure it by terror. The acts of cruelty which took place within the walls of those prisons, which it was mockery to call asylums, were not surpassed by the barbarous scenes which have given so sombre a fame to the Bastile or to the Tower.
Among the most civilized nations of the earth, whose boast it was to exhibit the refinement, without the harshness, of an earlier age, a lunatic was caged like a wild beast, as if suffering and misfortune had not rather drawn closer than destroyed his relationship to a race, subject at every point to imperfection and decay.
Of late years, these things have become matters of tradition. Advancing civilization has brought a gentler spirit; and it is not too much to hope that a merciful religion has received a better application. Men whose names will live in the annals of philanthropy, have applied to the treatment of insanity the humane instincts of the age. The iron bar and the strait-waistcoat have disappeared; the narrow crib and the dark cell have widened into pleasant halls; the hours which would have been passed in apathy or With such undeniable remissness on the part of all the officers, no system could have worked well; but the pretensions of Dr. Wood and the matron were quite irreconcilable, and the hospital was divided into hostile camps. There was, however, one supreme authority, the treasurer; but this gentleman was not in daily and hourly communication with the attendants, and could not watch the constant working of this intricate machine with the same care as the autocrat of an asylum ought to do. He appears, too, to have been a bad manager and an unsuccessful arbiter, and to have on many occasions adopted courses which could only have the effect of lessening still more Dr. Wood's authority with the attendants, and of rendering that gentleman's position still more onerous.
As to the sub-committee, their visits were nearly formal, and though they do not much appear on the scene, when they do so, their entrance does them no credit.
After this sketch of the organization of the place, the conclusions of the Commissioners will excite no surprise. They found that five patients, whose cases were looked into, had been treated " harshly and improperly" by the attendants, and had been " neglected" by the medical officers; that the sub-committee were inefficient; the treasurer injudicious; and the visiting-physicians inattentive; that the apothecary's duties were not properly performed, and those of the matron neglected; that the rules and orders of the hospital were not understood, and the case-books and other records very imperfectly kept. They recommended a thorough revision of the whole system, and this recommendation has been partly complied with.
It is not our intention to go into the details of the individual cases.
We have satisfied ourselves of the correctness of the conclusions drawn by the Commissioners, and if the evidence had been insufficient, Dr 
